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The project was never carried through. The expedition
could not be equipped in time to sail before the change of
monsoon made voyages to the Burma coast impracticable, and
it was called off. News of it came, however, to the ears of Samuel
White, Maurice Collis's 'Siamese White', at Mergui, and he was
so alarmed that he sent a small Siamese force to occupy the
island; but Constant Phaulkon himself at once countermanded
this rash act, and early in 1687 the troops were withdrawn.
Meanwhile the Directors of the Company in London had
persuaded James II to write a personal letter to the English at
Megui, proposing that they should surrender the port to an
English frigate as a counter-stroke to the Grand Monarque's
despatch of troops and artificers to Siam under the Marechal
Des Farges. This plan also miscarried. Before the letter arrived,
the Siamese at Mergui had risen and slaughtered every English-
man they could lay hands on. One of the survivors, a certain
Captain Anthony Weltden of the ship Curtana, sailed away to
the island of Negrais, where he destroyed some inscriptions,
which White's force had set up, claiming the place for Siam,
and before leaving erected others claiming it for England.
There the matter ended. No claim was ever made to the
island on the score of Weltden's visit. The Company had be-
come involved in a quarrel with Aurungzeb, the Great Mughal,
and could spare no further attention to the plan for developing
a naval station across the Bay. And it soon became evident that
French policy in Siam had badly overreached itself, so that there
was no longer any need for such a station.
The decision of the Company not to reopen its Syriam
factory disappointed the Court of Afva. In the hope of forcing
the Company's hand the Burmese seized an Armenian merchant
of Madras and his ship, forced through stress of weather to
enter the port of Martaban. As luck would have it, part of the
cargo belonged to Nathaniel Higginson, the Governor of
Madras, who was therefore impelled to send over an envoy to
request the liberation of the captive merchant and his property.
Dalrymple in his Oriental Repertory prints the diary of Edward
Fleetwood, the agent entrusted with this task.
Now Higginson was well aware that only if he could
promise that official trading relations would be established,